
Frequently Asked Questions 
2018 Bond Program 

HISTORY AND FEATURES 

1. What is on the May 8, 2018 ballot?
On May 8, 2018, voters in the Jackson Public Schools District  will be asked to consider a 
bond proposal to implement improvements and renovations at each (Elementary, Middle 
and High Schools) of our school facilities as well as construction of one new elementary 
building. This program focuses on improvements to address safety, security, and 
infrastructure, as well as upgrade learning environments to meet 21st Century curriculum 
and educational goals.  The bond proposal authorizes the issuance of up to $86.74 million 
in bonds.

2. How was this bond program developed?
Jackson Public Schools has been engaged over the past year in a long-term facility and 
infrastructure planning initiative to upgrade the district’s aging buildings to support learner-

centered school communities that meet the vision and goals of the school district.

A Facility Condition Assessment completed on behalf of the district by TMP Architecture in 
January 2017, identified facility needs across the district’s buildings.  Top priority for JPS is 
to address the district’s most critical facility repairs, the district’s aging buildings, shifting 
student enrollment, and the desire to modernize facilities to address the needs of today’s 
and tomorrow’s learners, as well as provide safe and secure entrances in every building. 
Jackson Public Schools formed a Bond Development Committee in June of 2017, 
comprised of a cross-section of 40 district stakeholders including students, teachers, 
principals, parents and community members. The Bond Development Committee’s charge 
was to critically interpret information and bring consensus to a strategic plan for upgrading 
educational facilities, secure & welcoming entrances, and learning environments that foster 

a culture of academic excellence and workforce readiness, where all students become 

lifelong learners.

The Bond Development Committee held meetings from June 2017 through November 
2017at which time a recommendation was brought to the Board of Education.

Early in the process, the Bond Development Committee listened and learned about the

‘state of JPS facilities and programs’ and also learned about modern learning 
environments and what it would take to bring JPS facilities up to those standards.  The 
committee then prioritized Guiding Principles, which were tenets to guide their thinking as 
they began the rigorous process of analyzing concepts and ideas to meet those principles. 
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They also learned about the financial picture regarding a future bond program.  As a final 
step, three community engagement sessions were held to gain feedback on the direction 
the committee was considering. 

On November 13, 2017 the Bond Development Committee presented its findings and 
recommendation to the Board and on November 13, 2017, the Board supported placing a 
$86.74 million bond initiative on the ballot, which would be an estimated 2.98 mill increase 
for taxpayers.  

3. Is this the right time for JPS to ask the community for a bond? 

Yes.  In fact, there is no better time.  Our city, townships, businesses and families are 
doing their part in reinvesting in our community.  Considerable resources are being 
expended on enhancing our infrastructure and business ready atmosphere.  Home values 
are up and unemployment is down.  Jackson is taking all the next steps to make our 
community a great place to live and grow.  It is time for JPS to complete that with 
innovative learning and facilities that help our students become the fierce workforce of 
tomorrow! 

4.   What are the major features of this bond? 

Elementary Buildings 

● JPS will reduce from ten (10) elementary buildings to seven (7). 
● New furniture in all buildings to support flexible/collaborative learning. 
● Safe and secure entries at all buildings. 
● Infrastructure upgrades to correct HVAC, electrical, plumbing, building interior 

and exterior, site and field issues. 
● A new state-of-the-art elementary school to replace Frost and Cascades. 
● Renovation of Northeast Elementary, which will house both the Bennett and 

Northeast student populations. 
● Program upgrades at Dibble Elementary, including the remodeling of the existing 

hallways, a new safe and secure entry, and classroom additions to replace the 
existing portable classrooms being removed. 

● Program upgrade improvements at Sharp Park Academy including main entrance 
security, ADA access to all areas of the building, and demolition of the older 
classroom wing. 

● Program upgrades at Hunt Elementary, including a new welcome center and 
secure entry, new media center, and extended learning areas for collaboration. 

● Complete renovation of Lincoln Elementary to provide a modern and inspiring 
facility to support current and future enrollment. 

● Infrastructure and site upgrades at Montessori including roof, lighting, plumbing 
and landscaping. 
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Middle School at Parkside 

● New furniture to support flexible/collaborative learning. 
● Safe and secure entry including the relocation of the offices 
● New hallways to enclose all circulation spaces in the building. 
● Band room renovation. 
● Cafeteria and media center remodeling. 
● Renovation of the science wing and current office space into learning areas for 

collaborative/ multi-use activities. 
● Resurfacing the existing tennis courts. 
● Infrastructure upgrades to correct HVAC, electrical, plumbing, building interior 

and exterior, site and field issues. 

Jackson High School 

● New welcome center to provide a safe and secure entry to the building. 
● New competitive pool to support the swimming program and for community use. 
● New furniture in all classrooms to respond to current teaching and learning 

needs. 
● Renovations to support a non-traditional program. 
● Remodeling of the media center. 
● Infrastructure upgrades to correct HVAC, electrical, plumbing, building interior 

and exterior, site and field issues. 

5. Why do we need a pool at the High School? 

The current pool at JPS is over 60 years old and no longer meets current codes and 
regulations for diving.  The JHS pool is used for critical swim instruction as we are “The 
Great Lakes State”.  Jackson High hosts multiple swim competitions that bring in 
additional revenue and the pools at JPS (JHS & MSP) are used extensively by our sports 
teams. Our pools are accessible to all in the Jackson Community without membership 
requirements. 

6. Is JPS investing any money in technology? 

There will be an allocation of bond dollars to support technology infrastructure.  We will be 
taking technology to another level by making our curriculum geared towards technology 
and advanced automation of the future.  Not simply having one-to-one technology but 
providing solid technology skills and digital literacy. 

7. Will more schools close if the bond is approved? 

Yes, in the bond program Cascades will close and merge with Frost.  A new 
Cascades/Frost building will be erected.  Bennett Elementary will close and merge with a 
renovated Northeast Elementary. 
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8. Would local workers have an opportunity to assist with the 
projects should the Bond Proposal pass?  
Local contractors are encouraged to bid on our projects. We encourage the use of local 
contractors to keep our local workforce and economy thriving.  JPS has hired an architect 
& construction manager to administer this program, follow all applicable regulations, and 
give as much opportunity to local labor and suppliers as possible. 

9. Why are we spending money to downsize? 

We are not downsizing but rather investing and retooling all of JPS.  This is not just a 
facelift for JPS but rather a dramatic change in the delivery of education to the Jackson 
Community. If we expect our children to thrive in the workforce of tomorrow we must teach 
them in the learning environments that produce that workforce.  Districts in and around 
Jackson Public Schools have consistently invested in their buildings, curriculum and 
learning environments.  If we do not we will be left behind.  With passage of this bond, the 
JPS community and district will become the epicenter of innovation with the most 
innovative STEAM and Workforce Ready Skills Curriculum.  In addition, after the bond 
program our district's operational budget will be more efficient by the reduction of facilities 
and upgrading of systems controls in all remaining buildings.   

 

FINANCIAL AND ELECTION INFORMATION 

10. What is the impact on my taxes? 

For a home with a market value of $200,000 which is assessed at $100,000, bond 
passage will result in a property tax increase of $0.81 per day or $24.58 per month or 
$295.00 per year.  The chart below provides estimates for the average home value in 
various areas of the Jackson community.  This rate could decrease over time if the 
property tax base in the District continues to grow. 
 

JPS Zip Codes 
Market Value of 

Your Home 

Taxable Value of 
Your Home 

2.95 mill Annual 
Increase 

2.95 mill Monthly 
Increase 

49202 $133,200 $66,600 $196.47 $16.37

49203 $179,600 $89,700 $264.62 $22.05

49201 $270,800 $135,400 $399.43 $33.29
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11.  What is the breakdown of total estimated costs for the bond 
program by school? 

New Elementary School (Students from Frost/Cascades) $ 18,861,110

Dibble Elementary School $ 5,067,619

Hunt Elementary School $ 5,917,075

Northeast Elementary School $ 3,775,312

Sharp Park Academy $ 4,184,380

JPS Montessori Center $ 1,110,525

Lincoln Elementary School $ 10,981,750

Middle School at Parkside $ 12,698,540

T.A. Wilson $ 1,791,075

Jackson High School $ 14,349,122

Technology ($6M) & New Buses ($2M) $ 8,000,000

Total Bond Program $ 86,736,508

12. What can the bond funds be used for?  

Allowed expenses include major remodeling, new construction, busses, technology, 
furniture, and equipment.  

13.  What can the bond funds NOT be used for? 

Bond funds cannot be used for routine maintenance, repairs, teacher or administrative 
salaries or other school operating expenses. 

14. What happens if the bond fails? 

The renovations, additions and new buildings will not take place.  However,  Cascades will 
close and merge with Frost.  Bennett will close and merge with Northeast. 

15. What is the process for voting by absentee ballot? 

Applications for Absentee Ballots are available at the Jackson County Clerk’s office or on-
line at www.michigan.gov/vote. 
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Voters who have requested to be on a permanent absentee list or who are over 60 years 
of age will automatically receive an application to request an absentee ballot.  If you have 
not received your absentee ballot application, please contact the Clerk’s office at 517-788-
4268.  Once you have voted, place your completed ballot in the envelope provided by your 
clerk’s office.  Absentee ballots can be hand-delivered to your clerk’s office or mailed (First 
Class postage is required).  Your completed ballot must be delivered by U.S. Mail to your 
clerk’s office by Election Day, Tuesday, May 8 or hand-delivered by 8 p.m. on May 7. 
  
Note: After ballots are available, you can walk into your clerk’s office, receive an absentee 
application, fill it out, and immediately be given your ballot to cast your vote.  

16. What are the key dates leading up to the May 8th vote? 

 Final day to register to vote is Tuesday, April 9, 2018 
 Final day to submit application to vote absentee is Saturday, May 5, 2018, except for 

emergencies  
 Election Day is Tuesday, May 8, 2018 

17. Where and when do I register to vote? 

To vote in the May 8, 2018 school election, you must be a U.S. citizen; at least 18 years of 
age by Election Day; a resident of Michigan and Jackson Public Schools and registered to 
vote.  Please visit your local city clerk’s office to register or visit any Secretary of State 
office. You must be registered 30 days prior to an election to be eligible to vote. The 
official "last day to register" for the May 8, 2018 election is Tuesday April 9, 2018.  
Printable voter registration forms are available on the state website, 
www.michigan.gov/vote. 

18. If I have questions not covered here, where can I get additional 
information? 

E-mail your questions to jeff.beal@ jpsk12.org or visit www.jpsk12.org. 


